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Effectiveness of Non-Profits in Advocacy 
Governments are premised on structures and systems, as their primary responsibility, to take of their citizens. Each and every policy no matter complex it might seem to be, and far they could be from the citizens, they ultimately boil down promoting decency and proper living and operations. This could be at individual, family and organizational levels. Yet perfection is never achieved. There are flaws in the systems, some of which are weaved by people in authority for their eccentric interests while others are as a result of the changing lives that make them outdated. No matter the case, there is need to keep the authorities on their toes so everything is realigned back on track. 
Nonprofits play a pivotal indispensable role in this regard in keeping checks and balances, unearthing flaws and coming up with suggestions and alternative policies that will keep the citizens and other stakeholders in the relevant jurisdictions in positions that are close to satisfaction if not satisfaction. 
While results, in terms of the success of varying degree, have been recorded in some issues, uncertainty looms as to whether, in fact, these watchdogs are playing the game they were founded for. What of concern would be; are non-profits carrying out and on their functions? If so, to what extent have the issues of discontentment been addressed?
The success of each company is measured by the achievement of several parameters.  Similarly, nonprofits would be viewed as accomplishing what they were founded on if societal problems they are designed to handle are abated. As much as statistics show the active participation of several of them, there is an ambivalence and uncertainty alike when this industry is analyzed wholly. This may be credited, in large part, to the definition of advocacy as it is and the strategies that the non –profits use to get to achieve their objectives and goals.
In illustrating this, point out that less than two percent of 501 organizations are said to have reported their lobbying expenses. Lobbying is vigorous, involving and so considerably costly. If a paltry one point something percent of them report lobbying expenses, this means two possibilities. The first is that they were not actively involved in lobbying and the other being that they may have used the funds ultra vires. Reveal information that supports the inactiveness of the nonprofits in lobbying. Across 2,200 organizations studied, less than a quarter were engaged in lobbying at the state levels. While this figure may sound low, one would not help but imagine what the percentage would be if the same is carried at the federal level, considering that states are more porous and tolerant to advocacy. On the opposite, good, side, however, 73% of leaders of some 872 non-profits engaged in some form of advocacy. Though it paints a bright side, the former carries more weight.
Children are at the center of attention and interests of various advocacy groups, but being a child is one of the most humiliating occupations in the country. They can`t defend themselves as they have no vote to change the system in order to change the system to their comfort. While attention, as explained, is on them, there is compelling evidence that lobbying for children to address their concerns has been on the decline. Though the current state of affairs is that children are well represented, notwithstanding, their lack of votes as Gale, 2010 and the New York Times report, there is need remind these nonprofits to step up their operations and approach to societal issues that need their intervention for corrections and amendments.


